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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

5 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp comprising a 
discharge vessel (10), said discharge vessel (10) enclosing a discharge space (18) containing a 
filling of mercury and an inert gas in a gastight manner, and said discharge vessel (10) comprising! 

tubular end portions (1 1; 1 1'), which each have a longitudinal axis (12; 12'), 
10 electrodes (20; 20 r ) arranged in the discharge space (18) for generating and maintaining a 

discharge in the discharge space (1 8), 

a main amalgam disposed for controlling the mercury pressure in the discharge space 
except for a starting period, 

and at least an auxiliary amalgam (27) provided on a carrier (25; 25') in one of s aid 
1 5 tubula r end portions of the discharge vessel ( 1 0) in the proximity of at least one of the electrodes 
(20; 20') ; 

characterized in that 

the carri er (2 5: 25') is supported on a body fo rmed o f electrically in su I ati ng material 

extending in said on e of sai d tubular end po rtion s and is electrically insulated with respec t to the 
20 electrode (20; 20'), 

at least a major part (25 A) of the carrier (25; 25') is arranged in a plane transverse to the 
longitudinal axis (12; 12'), and 

the auxiliary amalgam extends substantially in two mutually orthogonal directions, 
substantially planar and transverse to said longitudinal axis, and is disposed substantially in line 
25 with said at least one of the electrodes in a direction parallel with said longitudinal axis, 
whereby during the starting period the lamp has a relatively short run-up time. 

Claim 2. (currently amended): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in claim 
1, wherein said body is a stem (21; 21') in the tubular end portion (1 1; 1 1 ! ) , said stem carries the 
electrode (20; 20'), and the carrier (25; 25') is provided on a supporting body arranged in the stem 
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(21; 21'). 

Claims 3-4 (canceled) 

5 Claim 5 (original): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the supporting body is formed by a wire (23, 23'). 

Claim 6 (canceled) 

10 Claim 7 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the carrier (25; 25') is arranged at a side of the electrode (20; 20 1 ) facing away 
from the discharge space (18). 

Claim 8 (canceled) 

15 

Claim 9 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the carrier (25; 25 f ) comprises a further part (25D) which is arranged in a plane 
parallel to the longitudinal axis (12; 12'). 

20 Claim 10 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein a distance d between the carrier (25; 25 1 ) and the electrode (20; 20') lies in the 
range from 0.5 < d < 8 mm. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as- claim e d in claim 
2 5 +0 r wherem comprising a discharge v e ssel ( 10 ), said discharge vesse l ( 10) enclosing a discharge 
spa ce (18) containing a filling of mercury and an inert gas in a gastight manner, an d s aid discharge 
vess el (10) com p rising: 

tubu 1 a r end portions (11; ID, whi ch each have a longitudinal axis (12; 12'), 

electrodes (2 0; 20') arranged in the discharge space (18 ) fo r generating and m ai ntaining a 

3 0 disch arge in the di scharge space (18), 
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a main a m algam disposed for controlling the mercury press u re in the discharge spa ce 

ex cept for a s tarting period. 

and a t least an auxiliary amalgam (21) prov ide d on a carrier (25: 25') in one of s aid 

tubular e nd portions of the discharge vessel ( 1 0) in the pro xi mity of at least one o f the electrodes 
5 (20; 20'). 

characterized in that 

the carrier (25 : 25') is supported on a body formed of el ectrically insulating material 

ext ending in said one of said tubular end p ortions and is electrically insul ated w ith respect to the 
electrode (20; 20 r \ 

1 0 at least a major part (25A) of the e arner (2 5; 25') is arranged in a pl ane transvers e to the 

longitudinal axis ( 12 ; 12'), 

the auxiliary amalgam e xt ends subst antiall y in two mutually orthogonal di re ctions, 

s ubsta ntial ly planar and transverse to sa id lon gitu d inal axis, and is dispo se d subs tanti ally in line 
with said a t least o ne of the electrodes in a direct io n parallel with said longitudinal axis, and 
15 a distance d between the carrier (25; 25') and the electrode (20; 20') lies in the range from 

1 < d < 3 mm A 

whereby dur ing the starting pe riod the lamp has a re l atively sh ort run-up time . 

Claim 12 (cancelled) 

20 

Claim 13 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in claim 
4^7- wherein the eaffiejr-(2-5t25-'-)- ig dir e ctly pr e ss fitt e d onto said body i s a stem (21, 21 ') which 
25 carries the electrode (20> 20') in the tubular end portion (1 1 ? 11 9 \ and the carrier (25; 25 1 ) is 
directly press-fitted onto said stem . 

Claim 15 (previously presented); A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp comprising a 
discharge vessel (10), said discharge vessel (10) enclosing a discharge space (18) containing a 
30 filling of mercury and an inert gas in a gastight manner, and said discharge vessel ( 1 0) comprising: 
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tubular end portions (11; IV), which each have a longitudinal axis (12; 12'), 

electrodes (20; 20') arranged in the discharge space (18) for generating and maintaining a 



discharge in the discharge space (18), 

and, in addition to said filling of mercury and inert gas, at least an auxiliary amalgam 
(27) provided on a earner (25; 25') in the discharge vessel (10) in the proximity of at least one of 
the electrodes (20; 20'), 

characterized in that 

at least a part (25A) of the carrier (25; 25') is arranged in a plane transverse to the 
longitudinal axis (12; 12 T ), 

the auxiliary amalgam extends substantially in two orthogonal directions transverse to 
said longitudinal axis, and is disposed substantially in line with said at least one of the electrodes in 
a direction parallel with said longitudinal axis, and 

the earner is provided on an external surface of a supporting body formed by an exhaust 
tube (26) which extends at least partially into the discharge space ( 1 8). 

Claim 16 (currently amended) A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp co mprising a 
discharge v e ss e l (10), s a id discharge v e ss e l (10) en closing a discharge spa ce (18) containing a 
filling of me r cury and an inert gas in a gastig h t manner, and sa i d di s charge vessel (10) comprising: 



\_J J CSV, 1 ltd Zl'w 111 tl IV U t OV I lilJ tC «— opuvv i A v.jy, 

andpi n addition to s aid filling of mercury and in e rt gan, at leant a n-att- xiliary amalgam 

(27-)- providori on a carrier (25; 25 T ) in th e discharg e v e ssel (1 0) in th e proximity of at least o ne-of 
th e el e ctrodes (2 0; 20 f ), 
e haraot e r ized-in-ihttfc 

afc4east- a part (25A) of th e carrier (25; 25') is arr a nged in a pla ne- transv e r s e to the 

longitudinal axis (12; 1 2'^ 



said longitudinal axi s- r and-is di-spose d s ubs t antia l ly-i-n-h n o with said at least on e of th e e l eeirodes-in 

a dir e ction paralle l with said lon g itudinal axis, 




the auxiliary amalgam e xtend s-substa 




L>rthegon al directions transv e rs e to 
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th e ea rner : 4s-p rovid e d o n-a-sappoft-i ng body formed by a n • as claim ed i n claim 15 , 

wherein said exhaust tube (26) whi ch ex - t e nds at lo ast- partially into- the discharg e space (I S ) and has 
an end portion which is situated in the discharge space, and is electrically insulated with respect to 
the electrode (20; 20'), and 
5 the carrier (25; 25') is clamped onto the end portion of the exhaust tube (26). 

Claim 17 (previously presented); A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein the carrier (25; 25 r ) comprises a further part (25B) which is arranged in a plane 
parallel to the longitudinal axis (12; 12'). 

10 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 16, wherein a distance d between the carrier (25: 25') and the electrode (20; 20 r ) lies in the 
range from 1 < d < 3 mm. 

1 5 Claim 1 9 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 16 3 wherein the carrier (25; 25') comprises a further part (25 B) which is arranged in a plane 
parallel to the longitudinal axis (12; 12'), said further part clamping the carrier onto said end 
portion. 

20 Claim 20 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
claim 19, wherein a distance d between the carrier (25; 25') and the electrode (20; 20') ties in the 
range from 0.5 < d < 8 mm. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): A low-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp as claimed in 
25 claim 19, wherein a distance d between the carrier (25; 25') and the electrode (20; 20') lies in the 
range from 1 < d < 3 mm. 
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